
	

Feature Release 

Dedicated Staff Member Helps Nontraditional Students Succeed  

R. Todd Powell’s passion has lead to nontraditional student’s success and making the 
Adult Learner Program one of the most successful programs at Kennesaw State 

University 

KENNESAW, Ga. (April 1, 2015)—Every morning, R. Todd Powell wakes up with one 
goal on his mind; to help nontraditional students succeed during their time at KSU and to 
assist with their professional development to prepare them for a career of a lifetime. 
Todd, assistant director and part-time instructor of education, is responsible for the 
overall functions, programming and operation of the Adult Learner Program as well as 
the Lifelong Learning Center at KSU. Todd knows that the Adult Learner Program is 
critical for nontraditional students to succeed. 
 
Todd’s outstanding career includes over 20 years of experience relating to academic 
success and personal development. He has not only served students at four-year 
institutions, but has also worked at two-year institutions in the past. Todd holds a Master 
of Arts in Education and a Bachelor of Science from Western Carolina University.  
 
As if being responsible for the Adult Learner Program and the Lifelong Learning Center 
isn’t enough work, Todd is also currently serving as the vice president of the Association 
for Nontraditional Students in Higher Education (ANTSHE). ANTSHE assists 
nontraditional students that are seeking to develop in their professional careers through 
advancing their college education. ANTSHE recently recognized Todd for his 
commitment and service to the nontraditional student.  
 
“It is my desire to help someone to advance in their career and to succeed during their 
time here with us at KSU,” said Todd. “Everyday I try to think of new ways to improve 
the life of our nontraditional students, I look at them as part of my extended family and 
want to do anything I can to help their advancement.”  
 

-more- 



Since Todd started leading the Adult Learner Program at KSU, it has been recognized for 
several achievements. Some of those achievements include winning the Outstanding 
Adult Learner Program Award at the 2013 ACPA College Student Educators 
International Conference; the program’s staff was also presented the “Best Practice in 
Reaching and Developing Adult Learners” award in 2013 at the ACPA National 
Convention.  
 
“It is a true honor and privilege to work with Todd everyday,” said Janese Thompson, 
administrative programs and project coordinator of the Adult Learner Program. “He has 
made such a positive impact on the program and has really helped develop it and make it 
as successful as it is today.” 
 
Todd does not expect anything in return for his hard work, his only wish is to see 
nontraditional students succeed in their career and to have made a positive impact on 
their life. Todd acknowledges that in the past five years the nontraditional students 
average age changed from 41 years to 33 years, but he is working hard everyday to reach 
every nontraditional student, no matter what their age may be.  
 

### 

Photos and graphics: High-resolution images of R. Todd Powell sitting at his desk are 
available. We can also provide an infographic that shows specific stats on nontraditional 
students at KSU and how Todd has improved the program in recent years. 
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